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and therefore to involve itself in inevitable defeat. And I have
tried, by writing of three great English poets, to show that this
is so. In the work of Keats, Wordsworth, and Shakespeare
there is, I think, a final failure. In the life and work of Words-
worth the situation is indeed different from that which obtains'
in the case of Keats and Shakespeare, and by writing of Words-
worth I placed myself under an obligation to discuss, however
briefly, the relation of poetry to religion. While setting out
this view of poetry, I have however sought to emphasize
that the imagination can never hope to free itself of scepticism;
and that to claim that the imagination can give us what can
be known for truth is an extravagance which cannot be upheld.
It is for this reason that I have called the book Scepticism and
Poetry.
In writing of the three poets I have mentioned, I have striven
to write from the texts themselves; but it is impossible to be
without obligations of many kinds. It is Mr. Middleton Murry
who has written most extensively on Keats in our time, and
no student of Keats can fail to be profoundly in Mr. Murry's
debt. But I cannot help feeling, so far as I understand Mr,
Murry's work, that Mr. Murry has misrepresented the
direction of Keats' imaginative life. This may be, and very
likely is, due to my inability to be clear about Mr. Murry's
interpretation. But in my essay on Keats I have simply striven
to set out what, from study of his poems and letters, I have
been able to grasp of Keats' imaginative life. In writing of
Shakespeare I have to acknowledge indebtedness to Mr. Wilson
Knight; although I had formed some such view of Shakespeare's
last plays as I have here expressed before reading Mr. Wilson
Knight's essay, I learnt a great deal from it. The reader will
notice that in what I have said of Wordsworth I have made
considerable use of the 1805 text of The Prelude., thereby
seeking to avoid becoming involved in discussion of changes
in Wordsworth's attitude and opinions. I trust that my other
obligations, which are both numerous and profound, will be
clear uom my quotations and references.